Annual  Repou  of  M.O.H. 


Please  circulate  as  quickly  as 
'possible. 

1 S 

S.M^;  III. 
rX(93  II). 

s.m.o. 

S.M.O.  IV. 

(91  II). 


s.m.o.  yi. 

(fh). 

S.M.O.  1. 
(110  II). 


General  Library. 


Hartlepool  Rural  district 
Council. 

, Vs  v ! D " ' 


Report  for  1925 

BY  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


► 

maest  Ibactlepool: 

E.  W.  HARRISON,  PRINTER,  10,  SURTEES  STREET. 


Hartlepool  Eural  ©tstrtct  Council. 


®o  tlje  Chairman  ana  Members  of  t\)e 
Ibartlfpool  Hural  Bistrttt  Co 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1925.  In  accordance  with  instructions 
received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  report  this  year  is  in  the 
nature  of  a survey  report  of  the  preceding  five  years. 


NATURAL  5c  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Population : — 

Census,  1921  - - 2,851. 

Estimated,  1925  - - 3,937. 

Rateable  Value,  1925,  ^39,847. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  £\\b. 

The  District  is  situated  on  the  South-east  corner  of  the 
County  of  Durham,  and  is  bounded  on  the  East  by  the  North  Sea 
and  the  South  by  the  River  Tees. 

The  geological  formation  consists  of  magnesian  limestone, 
covered  with  a layer  of  boulder  clay,  of  more  or  less  thickness.  In 
some  places  the  covering  is  more  than  10  feet  in  thickness,  and  in  the 
higher  parts  of  the  district,  that  is  the  North  and  West,  the  limestone 
rock  in  many  places  comes  to  the  surface.  South  of  a line  continued 
West  from  a point  on  the  coast  between  West  Hartlepool  and 
Seaton  Carew,  the  limestone  strata  changes  to  red  sandstone,  the  red 
sandstone  being  covered  by  a layer  of  clay. 

The  District — 17,384  acres — is  agricultural,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Zinc  and  Acid  Works  at  Seaton  Snook,  and  the  Cerebos  Salt 


Works  at  Greatham.  There  are  three  villages  namely:  Greatham, 
about  1,000  inhabitants;  Elwick,  about  200;  and  Hart,  about  300, 
and  the  hamlet  of  Dalton  Piercy. 


The  rest  of  the  population  is  scattered  throughout  the  district, 

occupying  farms  and  hinds’  houses,  and  there  is  a small  suburb  of 

residential  houses  at  West  Park,  on  the  outskirts  of  West  Hartlepool. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

As  part  of  a Council  House  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Unfit  dwelling  Houses: — 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  house  de- 
defects (under  Public  Health  Acts  and  Housing  Acts)  45 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  and  remedied  under 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  15 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  4 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  above  headings) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notice  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  23 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers : — 

Proceedings  under  Sec.  28  of  the  H.T.P.  Act,  1919  : 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  by  owners  ...  2 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  nil 

Closing  Orders  become  operative  ...  ...  nil 
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Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 1 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 


were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  12 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  where  defects  were  remedied  by 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  nil 

Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  H.T.P. 

Act,  1909  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 


Although  one  finds  occasionally  some  cases  of  overcrowding, 
there  is  no  great  shortage  of  houses  in  the  district.  This  is  probably 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  tendency  is  for  the  population  to  migrate 
from  rural  districts  to  the  larger  centres,  and  not  vice  versa.  On  the 
whole  the  houses  are  well  kept,  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness  is 
high.  This  is  all  to  the  credit  of  the  population,  as  the  houses  are  by 
no  means  modern,  and  in  several  cases  the  buildings  are  defective. 
This  is  reflected  in  the  above  table,  which  shows  that  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  inspected  45  dwellings  for  defects,  a large  number  out 
of  a total  number  of  some  650  houses. 


Below  I tabulate  the  numbers  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  years 
1921  and  1925 


1921. 

1925. 

Seaton 

137 

180 

Greatham 

226 

226 

Brierton 

20 

25 

Dalton 

25 

25 

Claxton 

12 

12 

Elwick  Hall  ... 

41 

41 

Elwick 

59 

59 

Hart  and  Thorpe  Bulmer 

80 

85 

Throston  Rural  and  Stranton 

49 

53 

The  condition  of  affairs  at  Seaton  Snook,  where  numerous 
temporary  habitations  have  been  erected,  is  much  the  same  as  last 
year  when  I added  a special  report  on  this  area.  Your  officials  have 
simply  had  to  make  the  best  of  the  matter  by  frequent  inspections  in 
order  to  mitigate  in  some  small  way  this  undoubted  nuisance.  They 
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have  found  that  the  existing  bye-laws  have  been  of  little  assistance  to 
them  in  controlling  the  encampment.  Your  council  has  had  several 
special  meetings  in  connection  with  this  matter,  and  has  also  had  a 
conference  with  the  landowners,  whose  assistance  has  been  requested 
in  order  to  clear  the  area  of  the  huts.  It  is  hoped,  and  it  also  seems 
probable,  that  this  latter  method  in  dealing  with  the  huts  will  prove 
successful. 


Table  A. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Influenza 

1 

4 

5 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Cancer  (Malignant  Disease) 

— 

2 

2 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrage,  etc.  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Heart  Disease 

3 

1 

4 

Arterio-sclerosis  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

— 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

— 

2 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

— 

1 

1 

Deaths  from  Violence 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

4 

3 

7 

All  Causes 

.24 

15  | 

39 

Death  Rate,  9.9  per  1,000. 


Table  B. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths  of  Infants  ( 

Total 

4 

2 

6 

under  1 year  \ 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Legitimate  Births 

40 

j 32 

72 

Illegitimate  Births 

— 

2 

2 

40 

34 

74 

Birth  Rate,  18.8  per  1,000.  Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  81  per  1,000. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Table  C. 


DISEASE. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Chicken  Pox 

4 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

1 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  v. 

3 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

A N.B.all 
' forms 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  ... 

4 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  ... 

3 

— 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

1 

25 

2 

1 

COMPARATIVE  FIGURES,  1921—1925. 


Table  D. 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Death  Rate 

10.8 

10.9 

7.3 

9.7 

9.9 

Birth  Rate 

26.7 

23.14 

20.5 

18.0 

18.8 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

75.7 

nil 

38.0 

14.25 

81 

Infectious  Diseases  Notified  ... 

27 

•25 

79 

25 

25 

The  above  figures  call  for  little  comment.  They  show  that 
the  district  is  a consistently  healthy  one.  The  Death  Rate  is  well 
below  that  of  the  country  as  a whole — the  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  being  12.2  per  1,000. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  fluctuates  widely. 

As  I have  explained  previously,  the  figures  for  the  district  are 
too  small  to  show  the  true  state  of  affairs. 

The  high  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease  in  1923 
was  due  to  erroneous  notification  of  Tuberculosis  from  Howbeck 
House  during  the  year. 
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Chicken  Pox  was  made  notifiable  during  1925  as  there  was  arl 
outbreak  of  Smallpox  in  the  neighbouring  County  Borough.  Fortun- 
ately your  area  escaped  without  the  occurrence  of  a single  case  of  the 
more  serious  disease.  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  less  prevalent  during 
the  year  than  formerly.  Such  cases  as  occurred  were  pure  sporadic 
in  incidence,  and  there  was  nothing  of  an  epidemic  nature. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA. 

HOSPITALS. 

1.  Tuberculosis:  Tuberculosis  care  work  is  administered 
by  the  County  Council,  who  provide  Sanatorium  treatment  when 
necessary. 

2.  Maternity.  By  an  arrangement  between  the  County 
Council  and  West  Hartlepool  County  Borough,  suitable  maternity 
cases  are  admitted  to  the  Borough  Maternity  Home. 

3.  Fevers.  Fever  cases  are  treated  at  the  Hartlepool  Port 
Sanitary  Hospital,  by  an  arrangement  between  this  Authority  and  the 
Rural  District  Council. 

4.  Smallpox.  Smallpox  cases  are  treated  at  Stockton 
Smallpox  Hospital. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Clinics  are  held  for  tuberculosis  and  venereal  cases.  These 
clinics  are  administered  by  the  County  Council. 

A Health  Visitor  has  been  detailed  by  the  County  Council  for 
work  in  the  district. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

G.  S.  MATHER,  M.B.  Ch.B.  (Aberd.),  D.P.H.  (Camb.), 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time). 

O.  N.  EDWARDS,  A.R.  San.  I., 

Surveyor  and  Inspector. 

There  are  no  arrangements  for  professional  nursing  in  the 

home. 
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No  midwives  reside  in  the  district.  Occasionally  a midwife 
from  the  neighbouring  county  borough  conducts  a maternity  case  in 
the  district,  but  over  ninety  per  cent  of  such  cases  are  conducted  by 
medical  practitioners. 

Pathological,  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Analyses  are  pro- 
vided for  by  the  County  Council. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

Adoptive  Acts. — Nil. 

Bye-laws,  etc. — 

1.  New  Streets  and  Buildings  (Rural  Series),  (Operative 

from  October  13th,  1924). 

2.  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

3.  Slaughter  Houses  Order  (R.D.C’s.)  1924. 

4.  Tents,  Vans,  &c.  March  16th,  1922. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

(Report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector). 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  dry  summer  of  1925,  caused  no  serious  shortage  of  water. 

In  one  or  two  instances  water  had  to  be  carried  to  outlying 
farms,  but  without  serious  inconvenience ; in  no  instance  was  a milk- 
producing  farm  found  to  be  seriously  affected.  Where,  in  the  past, 
such  farms  have  been  known  to  be  so  affected  by  a very  dry  summer, 
improvements  have  resulted  from  the  informal  action  on  part  of  your 
officials. 

There  still  remain  a few  farms  where  improvements  to  the 
water  supplies  are  necessary.  The  whole  of  these  are  under  one 
ownership,  and,  unfortunately,  the  agents  have  met  us  in  a none  too 
friendly  spirit  of  co-operation. 

Six  samples  have  been  submitted  for  analysis,  three  of  which 
were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption;  of  these,  two  wells 
have  been  closed,  and  one  made  fit  for  use. 

In  addition,  three  wells  have  been  cleaned  out,  and  made  fit 

for  use. 
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SEWERAGE. 

The  sewerage  systems  of  the  villages  remain  unchanged.  * 

Whilst  bearing  in  mind  present  day  difficulties  and  circum- 
stances, I feel  justified  in  offering  the  opinion  that  the  time  has  come 
when  you  should  seriously  consider  systems  of  sufficient  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  for  the  village  of  Elwick;  and  it  is  not  out  of  place 
here  to  recommend  also,  that  the  water  supply  of  the  village  be 
improved.  You  are  well  aware  of  the  many  complaints  emanating 
from  this  village ; you  are  well  aware,  too,  that  the  widening  and 
improving  of  the  present  Ratione  Tenurae  road  will  open  up  the 
village  to  some  extent;  therefore,  you  will  by  acting  on  the  recom- 
mendations hereon  given  be  doing  a necessary  public  service. 

Periodical  inspections  of  all  village  sewers  and  sewer  outfalls 
have  been  made  throughout  the  year,  and  necessary  cleansings 
carried  out. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  several  Scavenging  Contracts  have  been  carried  out 
fairly  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

The  usual  inspections  have  been  carried  out.  Twenty-two 
requests  to  limewash  cowsheds  were  carried  out ; fifteen  milk  stores 
were  limewashed  on  request.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  in  cowshed 
and  milk  store  has  risen ; it  is  a small  rise,  but  it  is  definite. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  two  slaughter  houses  have  been  inspected  many  times 
during  the  year.  In  one  case  the  occupier  has  been  found  at  all  times 
an  example  of  cleanliness. 

In  the  other,  every  inspection  has  resulted  in  the  service  of  a 
notice  and  a re-inspection. 

During  the  last  five  years,  there  have  been  seven  additions  to 
the  register  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order. 

In  the  matter  of  water  supply,  five  private  wells  have  been 
closed,  and  twenty-one  wells  have  been  cleansed  and  rendered  imper- 
vious. 

No  changes  have  taken  place  in  village  sewerage  or  sewage 
disposal,  with  the  exception  of  the  conversion  of  24  privies  to  water 
closets  at  Saltaire  Terrace,  Greatham,  in  1924. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  S.  MATHER, 
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